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It’s hard to believe, but we are rapidly moving toward the conclusion of our emphasis on Ir-
resistible Invitation: Responding to the Extravagant Heart of God. Commitment Sunday, November 
16, is less than three weeks away! As you prayerfully consider how you will respond to God’s ex-
travagant love and mercy, please pray for a clear understanding of the mission God is giving this 
church, for wisdom to rely on God’s resources even as we give him our best, and willingness to be 
full partners in his ministry in Lake Charles and around the world. 

 This week, our readings focus on fit for kingdom living. We are freed by God’s grace to 
carry on his work, to do the very things he did. Only as we allow the Spirit to transform and equip 
us, does the risen Christ reign in our lives. He begins to rule in our lives, not just on Sunday morn-
ing, but at home and work and in our social interactions. We are his workmanship, fit for the good 
deeds that he has in mind. 

 Next week we consider the church as the home of grace, a place where people discover 
forgiveness, acceptance, and love. We have been brought  together by God, and, in his grace, we 
move out of our comfort zones to unite in bringing this grace to others. The priesthood of all believ-
ers becomes the reality in which we live. 

 Finally, we move toward Commitment Sunday, considering the promises we made in join-
ing the United Methodist Church. In light of God’s great love for us in Jesus Christ, how will we re-
new and live out those promises of prayers, presence, gifts, and service here and now? 

Additionally, as is our custom, on the first Sunday of the month we will celebrate All Saints’ 
Sunday. As we celebrate communion we will remember those among us who have died since No-
vember 1 of last year. We will honor them and all in Christ who have gone before us who touched 
our lives and made it possible for us to worship, study, and serve in this place. 

In the midst of all of this, let us not neglect the privilege and responsibility that is ours to vote 
on the 4th. Afterwards, may we, as Paul instructed, give praying for our leaders’ priority. We do this 
thankful that our strength and well-being depends not on any political party, elected official, nor in-
dustrial or military might, but on God’s love and grace which have blessed us to this day. 
�

In Christ, 
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Cake Auction Results 

Grand  Total  Receipts 

 $6,585.00 

TRANSFORMING GRACE 

The Church, and particularly the United Methodist Church, 
has talked a great deal about the grace of God, and with 
good reason. Surely it is only God’s graciousness toward us 
that gives hope of forgiveness, salvation, and transforma-
tion. Yet many inside and outside the church fail to see 
much difference between those who bear the name of Christ 
and those who never darken the door of any church. That’s 
not right, nor is it helpful in persuading others that we have 
anything worth having. 

What one of us, who has been around the church most of 
our lives, doesn’t know the frustration of the lack of growth 
and positive change in our lives. We struggle, in New Testa-
ment terminology, to put off the old self. Many of us long to 
be better, more loving, more Christ-like. 

Accordingly, in 2009 the classes and groups we offer here at 
University UMC will focus on the personal transformation 
promised, longed for, and yet, not realized. Your prayers, 
wisdom, and participation are needed in the formation of 
various Transforming Grace Groups to be offered. If trans-
formation takes place it will be by the grace of God and with 
wholehearted cooperation with Spirit’s leading. If you sense 
this is God’s desire for you and are willing to be more open 
to the Spirit’s work within, believing that greater Christ-
likeness is truly possible, please indicate your intent by 
checking “Participate in a Transforming Grace Group” on the 
Irresistible Invitation Service Commitment Form you re-
ceived recently and turn it in on Commitment Sunday, No-
vember 16. 

 
Thanksgiving Dinner 

There will be a church-wide covered-dish dinner in Safe Har-
bor immediately following our Commitment Sunday Worship 
(11:00 in our sanctuary) on November 16. In the spirit of the 
season, in recognition of God’s blessings, and in response 
to the generous giving of our membership, we share a 
thanksgiving meal together. As in the past. the church will 
provide the meat (turkey and another) and beverages. Eve-
ryone is asked to bring one  or more of your best dishes (as 
you always do) to make for a joyous feast together.  
 

�'�H�V�V�H�U�W���D�Q�G���D���0�R�Y�L�H�'�H�V�V�H�U�W���D�Q�G���D���0�R�Y�L�H�'�H�V�V�H�U�W���D�Q�G���D���0�R�Y�L�H�'�H�V�V�H�U�W���D�Q�G���D���0�R�Y�L�H��������

�)�U�L�G�D�\�����1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U���������D�W�������������S���P����

�&�R�P�H���V�H�H���Z�K�D�W���D���P�R�G�H�U�Q���G�D�\�� �¯ �1�R�D�K �° �� �P�L�J�K�W��

�H�Q�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U���Z�L�W�K���(�Y�D�Q���$�O�P�L�J�K�W�\�����7�K�H�U�H �¬ �O�O���E�H��

�V�Q�D�F�N�V���D�Q�G�����R�I���F�R�X�U�V�H�����G�H�V�V�H�U�W����
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UMW On the Go…  

  

 UMW is back to normal now that the storms have come and gone. Busy as ever! 

 Cyndi Brame gave a very informative program at  the Mary and Martha Circle on Native 
Americans. She went to the School of Missions and has collected so much material on her own. 
She has become an expert on this group of people in the country that has been such a drown-
trodden group. 

 The general meeting was held, Thursday,  October. 9, with an “emotional “ program on the 
“Heritage of the Past” in UMW. Ladies were assigned or volunteered to talk about these ladies 
who were so important in the growth of UMW at University UMC.  Those remembered were 
Beachy Ford presented by Pauline Rentrop, Margaret Johnson by Janice Parkerson, Kay T 
Weitz by Evelyn Hoffman,  Eda Wheeldon by Alline Kestel, Faye Hallmark by Maxine Gordon, 
Charlsie Benoit by Laura Fruge, Marjorie Henderson by Cindy Hodge, Alma Adams and Elvira 
Firmature by Helen Cooke, Billie Daughenbaugh by Betty House, Louisa Mae Kyle by Myrtle 
Golemon, Wanda Morgan by Janet Troutman, Peggy Pugh by Reva Chesson, and Mary Morris 
by Nell Hayes. 
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November Birthdays 

November 1 Jim Wise, Alan Vines, E.C. Wilder,  
  Jr.,  

November 2 Cecil Morgan, Cathy LaBauve,  
  Matthew Fuller 

November 3 Regina Davis 

November 5 Betty House 

November 6 John Vest, Nell Hayes 

November 7 John DeWitt, Robert Price, Patrick  
  Pharr 

November 8 Ronal Sweeney 

November 9 Emma Hargett 

November 11 Jo Ann Gregg, James Neal, Jr. 

November 12 Leroy Owen, Gail Molbert, Krystle  
  Todd 

November 13 Gloria Hightower, Mark Chronister 

November 14 Peggy Merchant, Mary Ellen Kingery 

November 15 Ed Sigler, Cheryl Gott, Anne Bonnett 

November 16 Ruth Tyson, Peggie Milam, Beverly  
  Hines, Stacey Boldt, Sarah Chambers  

November 17 Susan Frank 

November 18 Connie Judd 

November 19 Joeline Robinson, Mamie Wynn,  
  Marilyn Kudla 

November 20 Margie Hebert, Vickie Gruca-Butler, 
  Robin Thompson 

November 21  Charlotte Battaglini, Erik Murphy 

November 22 Barbara Burrough, Linda Barker 

November 23 Joyce Precht, Don Stewart, Rick  
  Fuselier, Hayden Biessenberger 

November 24 Marvin Rogers 

November 25 Henry Pugh 

November 26 John Tarasiewicz 

November 27 Wavelyn Beard 

November 28 Chris Chambers 

November 30 Jimmie Ney, Tommy Gilmore,  
  BeckyAllured, Nick Natali, Bradley  
  Hillebrandt 

 

Our Christian Sympathy to: 

The family of Hollie Richard 

Jeff Lines in the loss of his brother, Paul, in Iowa.  
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Gabriel Augusto Rico was born on Oct. 10 at 4:29 p.m. 
weighing in at 7 lbs., 13 ozs. He has a big brother, Cesar 

Reynaldo “Rey” Rico (age 17 months). 

Parents are Sarah (McKee) and Cesar Augusto Rico. 
Maternal grandparents are Shirley and Paul McKee. 

 Paternal grandparents are Ibeth and Jose Mejia. 

�3�R�L�Q�V�H�W�W�L�D���R�U�G�H�U�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H�J�L�Q���L�Q���1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U�����$�V���O�D�V�W���\�H�D�U����
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 YOUTH EVENTS 

 

American Heart Association 

Heart Walk 

November 8 at the Civic Center 

Money donations are greatly needed. See Mike 
Brignac for more information.  

Uskichitto Fall Camp 

November 14-16 

Grades 6 –12  

 

Contact the Church Office for more information. 

November 9 

 Parent and Youth Planning Meeting  

at 5:30 p.m. to discuss plans for the Christ-
mas season. Activities as well as commu-
nity service projects will be discussed. We 
need you there! 

November 30 

5:30 p.m. 

Safe Harbor 

Special “thank you” meal for those volunteers 
who have worked so hard remodeling the 

youth room. 
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