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Easter is more than a day, it is a season. During the seven-week period from Easter Sunday to Pentecost (this
year April 4-May 23), we will have a sustained reflection on and celebration of the Resurrected and Living Lord.
Accordingly, the Sundays are designated Sundays of Easter, rather than after Easter. Even as the Sundays in Lent
are in truth “little Easters,” every Sunday should reflect the worship and the presence of the Risen Lord.

Easter is more than a day, it is a lifestyle. It is a life lived in the awareness of the love and care of the Living Christ,
lived in the Kingdom (Reign) of God, and in the Spirit of the Risen Savior. It is an appreciation of the fact that no
matter how dark the night, how hard the challenge, nor how isolated one may be, one is not abandoned or alone. It
is the assurance that this earthly life is not an end in itself, but our initiation into Jesus’ reign as we await its con-
summation when he returns.

Easter is more than a day, it is a people. It is persons who willingly identify with Jesus, the crucified Redeemer. It is
persons who trust that what was done by Jesus some 2000 years ago in Jerusalem has accomplished what they
could not do, even their salvation. It is persons who rely on the Holy Spirit to enlighten their understanding of Scrip-
ture and life, to reveal and overcome their resistance to Christ’s rule in their lives, to empower them to live lives of
love and grace in the world for which Jesus died, and to bind them in love to those with whom they share the jour-
ney. It is persons who, by the grace of God, in word and deed, make God’s love real for the neighbor and the

stranger.

Easter, the day, is upon us. Let us strive to become more and more Easter People. Let us allow the Spirit to con-
tinue his work within us. Let pray for one another that we may be quick to encourage and support and slow to criti-
cize and tear down. Let us ask God for eyes to see people as he does and for faith to believe in God’s ability to
wondrous things in and through us and others.

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!

In Christ,
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New Apprentice Group Starting

If one or more of Charlie’s sermons over the last nine Sundays left you wanting more or if you've
heard some good things from some of those who have been studying and discussing The Good and
Beautiful God by James Bryan Smith, you can be part of a new group on Wednesday nights (4/7-
6/2). It's an opportunity for you to better appreciate and experience the love of God revealed in Je-
sus and the wondrous crucifixion-resurrection event. Get a book from Charlie and start the adven-
ture of apprenticeship to Jesus!




Every Weekend Special in April!

Every weekend is special this month. The festegins early with a Christian Seder measdeay Tduening
(4/1) followed by a dramatic presentation ligick&tPaet Players interspersed with theo$imgiags d/ere You
There When They Crucified My aor@®od Friday (4/2). Then, Easter Sunday (&lar), with a sunrise service
which begins in Safe Harbor at 7 AM followeklyefebrations in our sanctuary (8:30 AMg aatISa (11 AM).

The next Sunday, April the the McNeese Wesley Foundation leads our Thaglspare about their mission to
New York City over Thanksgiving and eagendy tfedliuapcoming mission to Swaziland.

Terrell Deville, President/CEO of the LA UhedsMehildren and Family Services (Childres)s Widmpeak at
a special service (11 AM) on the third SungaiéAiiB bring us up to speed on the constfulcedBWLA Meth-
odist Children’s Home and the preparationssafud pgaapening. Persons will be given amipponledge sup-
port of this and other missions, missionaisesyi@edcagencies through Faith-Promise giving.

Finally, on the fourth weekend persons fromcties affithe Lake Charles District will be evodiingrojects pro-
vided through the SWLA Storm Recovery Centes.ifterssted in heading and/or being on onieroteaens
should contact the church office right awayn@ibgt(&/25) afternoon there will be a chwrat fhiensam Houston
Jones State Park.

Mark your calendar and participate in as imes®/ as possible!

Help Needed - Both Men and Women

For years, this church has had a Tuesday nsitaring Vi
tion program. So many of our ladies have nbldaz
do so lately, because of age, health, etc.

QO

We need people that are willing to spend adeaadiour
week to visit shut-ins, nursing homes, etce@elsor
has been faithful in doing this in the past flesv @iog
person cannot take care of these needs. Iftyosit
Tuesday morning, any day of the week thatdts r
ule and the person to visit - you can visi éit@enorn
ing or afternoon.

If you are interested, please contact Allineatkés&|
5706 or call the church office at 477-2003a Ties$S
ing to both the visitor and the person thas thecwsit
It is a vital outreach arm of our church.

University Day School still has slots open for
more children!

Refer a friend or neighbor!
Call Julie Hebert, director, at 478-4347




Youth News
What does the Bible say about OUR lives? |thdBury
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day School Class, we do many different thingsegnd W

U7

many different studies. Our Sunday School hgneat
time where we catch up with each other, find out
week went, share our prayer concerns, and geovn

our faith as a group. All youth, grades 6réoviglcame
and encouraged to join us at 9:40 a.m. up oarttidlsef
in the Youth Room.

If you are in grades 6-12, join us on Sundapmiginis
Fellowship at 4:30 p.m. in Safe Harbor. We miithi
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UMW Goes to UMCOR
y On Friday, March 12, six members of UUMC made

g \vere 65 volunteers from many other states work
also. J.D. Morgan , the driver of the group aleoidked
'Oside of Cindy Hodge, Jo Ann Gregg, Laura Fru
F€Pouella Kirkum, and Nell Hayes. Over 10,000thealth

were being assembled. In touring the facdityuphe
saw box after box of goods sent in to be ugethmost
Haiti. There were hundreds of flood bucketp. & grou
ladies made over 1,000 baby blankets, and sese clg
as well as school bags. The group worked neost of
URday, had a wonderful meal, and visited thebstpre to

games, snacks, a short devotion, and time aongjusit|
with friends.

There will be NO youth on Sunday, April 4 (@at¥ter
April 25 (Family Picnic).

Children’s News

The kids in Sunday School are studying Eastg
New Life in April. If you want to see what ttaggr
stop by and check out all the fun activities.

Thanks to everyone who helped with the Eas
Hunt this year. It was a very big success. \We
have done it without you! God bless, Mary Stage

Social Lights
Monday, April 11:30 a.m.
Meet at Sha Sha’s in downtown Lake Charles, 609 Ry

There is limited parking on the north side itditige bu

Primetimers
Wednesday, April 7at 11:00 a.m.
Picnic in the Park

Grab your lawn chair, a side dish (chips, dgggig!

salad, or dessert) to share, and a friend ansl aihe
Prien Lake Park. We will have hamburgers, hd
and all the fixings.
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few items. It made the group feel so good fe see
good work of the Methodist church.
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UMW General Meeting

Connie Shaw spoke at the UMW General Meeting
Thursday, Mar. 4. She told about her mothemn Kath
Berry, being raised in the Children’s Home nn Rus
She was educated at Louisiana Tech and ended u
AN Sike Charles and University. She was sucla oftal p

for the new Children’s Home in Sulphur. Wedawé proy
University’s role in this new home.

t

the church and UMW. Connie is a wonderful advog¢

heir
ay to Baldwin to work at the UMCOR Depot. There
ng,
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March Perfect Attendance for
Children’s Sunday School

Randi Paige Morgan
Macie McGee

Gaby Weemes
Colin Hay

Briley Hughes
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FAMILY MISSION OPPORTUNITY JUNE

If you are a parent or a grandparent and waoolthirke

duce your young child or grandchild to theijoy wiission

work, sign up now for the mission schedulezl 16r 119
Christian Alliance in Pearland, TX., a Volunkdisssoi
event.

We will leave UUMC on Wednesday evening amdog
the Days Inn across the street from the CHliatiaa
where we will be working. We will work Thurdttada
sorting and packing food stuffs for people whar
modities on Friday. We may also be helpingute d
food on Friday. We will prepare our own meai®yhi
and evening devotional/sharing time togethesingraut!
around the pool in the evenings. We will gplum feven
around the Houston area on Saturday and ret8athe
day evening.

Cost of the trip is $164.00 per person and orayded
raise most of this with our Flocks of Flamingars gered
Chef fund-raisers. Please contact Marj Robiagroby
interested.

You may go teww.christian-alliance fordind out mo
about Christian Alliance.

16-19 Family Picnic

We will be having a family pialiages at Sam
Houston Jones State Park on Sunday, April Z®fro
4:00 p.m.
eck i

A xix
d The church will provide hamburgers, hotdogshang
fixings. You are asked to bring the side dissser
and drinks. Come and enjoy a great day witarfder

family!
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