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The end of the old year and the beginning of the next is always a good time to look back in reflection
and to envision anew what our future might hold.

Consider the past year or past several years in your life. What changes have occurred? Are you
more physically fit? Have you learned a new skill or developed an old one? Have you made a new
friend or reconnected with someone from whom you have been separated or alienated? Have you
found new ways of serving and making a difference in the world in which we live? Have you invited
one or more people to church or introduced him or her to your God? Are you becoming more
Christlike—more loving, more forgiving, more at peace, more attuned to God, etc.? Reflect on these
and other questions that come to mind and then talk about these things with God and a trusted
friend.

Consider the year before us. How do you want to be able to answer the questions above next Janu-
ary? What changes do you sense are needed in your life? About what situation do you keep saying,
“Somebody ought to do something about that!”? Picture yourself as more calm, more prayerful, more
friendly, more knowledgeable, more loving. What would you be willing to do to make the positive
changes in your life you want and sense God desires? What might you do if you truly believed God
loves you, believes in you, and is eager to work with you to transform you in to a more Christlike
you?

Such transformation the Bible indicates is possible! Such transformation is at the heart of following
Jesus, being a disciple, and becoming Jesus’ apprentice. If you sense any nudging from God or a
yearning for substantive change in your life, | urge you to make that known to me in writing (1 page
written or typed) or in person by January 6. You are just the type of person | am looking for to be in
one of our Apprentice groups. It matters not how positively you answered the questions above. All
that matters is your desire to allow God to transform you, your willingness to share this experience
with others, and your commitment to draw closer to the God whose love is revealed in Jesus and
whose Spirit is the expert in transformation. If you do this, | believe that by next January you and
others will see a difference (“not because you do good things but because you radiate a self-
forgetful, unassuming goodness that can come only from” God).

May 2010 be this best year yet! Happy New Year!

In Christ,




Colossians Study

First Wednesday Night Offering

Beginning Wednesday, January 13, Rev.
Charlie will lead a five-week study of the
book of Colossians. The classes will be-
gin at 6:30 p.m. after the supper. Partici-
pants are asked to read through the let-
ter before the first session. The focus
each week will be as follows:

January 13 — Overview of Colossians
January 20 — Chapter 1

January 27 — Chapter 2

February 3 — Chapter 3

February 10 — Chapter 4

Mary Stager Returns

After a sojourn of several years on the staff of
the Palm Coast UMC near St. Augustine, Flor-
ida, Mary Stager returns to our staff as the Di-
rector of Ministries with Youth, Children, and
Their Families. In this new position she will
have a broad range of responsibilities and will
need your prayers and support as we seek to
have a greater impact on the young people of
the area and grow our Sunday school and
other programming. You’'ll be hearing from her
soon as she gets to know our young families
and develops plans.

Welcome back, Mary!
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Prime Timers
Wednesday, January 6
11:00 a.m.
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Come join us in Safe Harbor

A bigTHANK YOl everyone who participated in th
jects that were done in these past holidays.

101 Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes weze icx
University UMC. Thanks to the UMW ladiesrguips
that project.

Many treat boxes were dropped off to various glare
vice in Lake Charles thanks to those who tooérsant

provided goodies and returned their contdieeckioct).

Hats off to Matrj for coordinating the Angdtsl reeenty
four children with incarcerated parents weatddreq
Christmas gifts due to the efforts of many UUMGS 1]

Donations of fruit and candy made it posdiliteiifer s

receive fruit baskets this season. Our pasilyciidv;

ered them the week prior to Christmas.

An offering of $1205.00 was collected to fieéplvoitiig
ana Children’s Home through the Tree of LovingsM

Donations of food were delivered to Mannashoninsth
feed the hungry in Lake Charles.
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61 poinsettias were donated to adorn the sancfuary




January 1
January 2
January 3
January 4
January 5

January 6
January 7
January 8

January 9
January 10

January 11
January 12
January 14

January 15
January 17
January 18
January 19
January 20
January 21
January 22

January 23
January 25

January 26
January 27
January 28
January 29

January 30
January 31

Keitha Fruge

Pat Aguillard, David Hayes
Nonie Liles
Georgie Baldauf IV

Janet Troutman, Rick Gilpin, Jr., Ji
Boese, Lee Sawyer

Gary Moyer, Collin Hay
Zoey Goodeaux
Marcella Galanie, David Kestel, Dal

Church Council Planning Retreat

On Saturday, January 23, the church council
and the four ministry teams (Celebrating, Con-
gregational Life, Nurturing, and Outreach &
Mission) will meet together for a planning re-
treat in Safe Harbor. From 9:00 a.m. to Noon
the ministry teams will meet together to organ-
ize and do initial planning for 2010 and present

M these to the Church Council. After lunch, the
Church Council will meet to conduct its normal
business and to approve the budget for the
year. Mark your calendars and plan on being
with us that day.
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Battaglini

Margery Reeves, Pat McKee

Bill Rhorer, Jr., Kimberly Young,
Jessica Thompson

Phillis Michel, Brittany Hayes
Linda Blanchard, Lexen Robinson

Katherine Toney, Linda Sonnier, Cary
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McKee
James McGee, Minnie Kuttner
Nanette Chambers
Danny Hebert
Ray Feldes, Paul Parkerson
Tony Stephens, Terri Todd
Chandler Brignac, Jax Cleland

George Baldauf, Ruth McFatter, All
Abshire

Sue Morgan, Jack Ellender
Edna McDonald, Dylan McDaniel,

UMW Sunday
January 24

There will be a special service.
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Gumbo will be available for sale after the

Service as a fundraiser for UMW,

Jack LeBlanc

Gary Reynolds, Richard Miller, Larr
Wallace, Allison Blanchard

A.V. Anderson, Jr., Dot Sirman, Dof
Case, John Rentrop, Kegan Bertrang

Gene Wittler, Larry Mason, Taylor
Cole

Beverly Langford, Lu Matthis, Han
Bulhof, Braelyn Simms

Eddie Melton, Kyle Guillott

Ernest Morgan, Warren Brown, Vi\
Cay England, Drew Blanchard
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e flower calendar is up for 2010. Flowdls
$28 per arrangement . Please see Kathy to
for a date on the calendar. There is a maxir
'#rangements per Sunday so get your date
calendar fast! Let’s fill it up this year.
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be the Children and Youth Director.”
God Bless,
Mary Stager

Director of Ministries to Youth, Children, and Faenilies

Mary Stager

“I'm back and very excited to be at UniveesitiWeimiodist Church. The children and youthiameorea
to me and we are going to have a great yearyatwdamare. | cannot wait to get started. | hmatieelderector
Christian Education at Palm Coast UMC fordixeypass$. | have worked with children andrybote fsix years,
and | have a lot of ideas for both prografrthed# @eas are coming from our Lord andvilaeidrhim nong
this is possible. So, be watching for all thg psagrams we will be doing. Thank you farggthiisgopportunit
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Perfect Attendance Children’s Sunday School

November:

Randi Paige Morgan
Kailyn Sonnier
Molly Hand

Abbie Sonnier

Carly Hand

Perryanne Langford
Gabby Weemes

December:
JaHgpyeCha
Hayley Chatagnier
Perryanne Langford
Gracie Domingue
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Collin Hay

*Ask the children about the historical stopadfidhge in the pear tree from the 12 daystrob€hri



