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  Circuit Writer 

Our Journey Together 

As we enter November,  Thanksgiving is on the minds of many. Hopefully, for us, it with thoughts 
concerning a life of gratitude, Thanksliving if you will, rather than merely family gatherings, football 
games, feasts, shopping sprees, and vague recollections of pilgrims and Indians (Native Americans) 
feasting long ago.   

If Thanksliving and an attitude of gratitude is what we are about, then we have much to be thankful 
for individually, as a congregation, as a community, and as a nation. Individually, this may involve 
counting our blessings. James Bryan Smith suggests in his wonderful book The Good and Beautiful 
God that this can be a powerful spiritual exercise: 

“Make a list of all the things God has blessed you with, all the things that make life wonderful. 
Pay attention to the details of your life. Look for the hidden things. Take notice of all those 
wonderful things you easily overlook. Start small: try to come up with a list of ten things God 
has blessed you with. It can include things like your loved ones, material provision or opportu-
nities you have been given. It can also include thing in the created world: the sun, the stars, 
the mountains and so forth. Or you might want to include things you love, like coffee or ice 
cream! Finally, also include things that God has done for you. Each day God is at work pro-
viding for us, even though we cannot always see it.” – p. 70 

What if we did that on Sunday the 1st, and as Smith suggests, add to the list each day during the 
month?  

As a congregation, we have much to be thankful for as well. Such as the great turnout for the SWLA 
Children’s Home gathering, the significant portion of the children’s choir made up by our children, 
and the fact that almost two rooms are already pledged by our people. We have beautiful and func-
tional facilities for worship and fellowship. We’ve had two successful workdays this year. We were 
ahead of budget in pledge giving through the first eight months of the year. We have been blessed 
by our Circle Up ministry. We had Nina, Martha, Nicholas, and Larry with us in July. We could go on. 

As a community, we have had forward-looking principled leadership. We have numerous ministries 
which respond to the needs of the poor and disadvantaged. We see more cooperation than competi-
tion and conflict. 

As a nation, we have freedoms of which the rest of the world only dreams. We are willing to work for 
the freedom of others, even if it costs us financially and in lives. We have made progress in righting 
historic wrongs and we have affirmed the significance of each individual. 

God has blessed us! Let us be thankful! 

In Christ, 

Charlie 
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Can you spare some time on Tuesday to go 
visiting some of our precious members that 
cannot get out any more? Contact Alline Ke-
stel or just come at 9:30 a.m. to the church 
on Tuesday mornings. 

Cake Auction Report 

 

 
 

Total receipts $6237.00 
Many thanks to Liz Perello and her expert 
baking and decorating skills. Thanks also 
to Erline Godwin and her wonderful crew 
of callers. Thanks to all that worked hard 
that Sunday to make the dinner and auc-
tion a huge success.  Of course, thanks to 
all who donated money and purchased 
cakes. 

Prime Timers  

Wednesday, November 4 

11:00 a.m. 

Lunch and a speaker  

Come join us! 

Thank You 

The Rentrop family deeply appreciates the messages of sym-

pathy, the offerings of flowers and food, and the love and 

prayers of all our UUMC friends during this difficult time. We 

thank you for the monetary contributions to the Ella Marie 

Rentrop fund. Chase Bank has notified us of contributions 

made by check, but we have learned that cash donations, 

unfortunately, cannot be tracked. If you made a cash dona-

tion, the family would appreciate knowing about it from you 

personally so we can acknowledge your kindness.  We thank 

you sincerely from the bottom of our hearts for sharing our 

sorrow. 

 

 

Our Christian sympathy to the families of Betty Gimnich and 

John Ryan Rentrop.  

Wesley Foundation Jambalaya Dinner 

Saturday, Nov. 7 

11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

$6 per container pre-sold 

$7 on the day of the dinner 

All benefits go to their upcoming New York Mission 

 

SOCIAL LIGHTS 

MONDAY, November  16, at 11:30 a.m. 

Renee’s Café  and  Boutique 

5th floor of the Capital One Tower 

Want to carpool? Meet at the church at 11:00 a.m.  

If you have trouble walking any distance, your 

driver can drop you off at the door and then park. 

Have you got someone on your Christmas list that 

“has everything” and you are out of ideas? 

We have a fresh supply of Louisiana  

Children’s Home salsa in the office.  

This delicious treat is only $3 per jar and would 

make a great gift with a bag of chips to anyone. 

PLUS, the money from the salsa helps support 

the Children’s Home and  50 cents of every jar 

goes to missions.  

See Kathy in the Church Office to purchase! 
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November Birthdays 

Nov. 1  Jim Wise, Alan Vines, EC Wilder, Jr. 

Nov. 2  Cecil Morgan, Bill Krull, Cathy  
  LaBauve, Matthew Fuller 

Nov. 3  Regina Davis 

Nov. 5  Betty House   

Nov. 6  John Vest, Nell Hayes 

Nov. 7  John DeWitt, Robert Price, Patrick  
  Pharr 

Nov. 8  Ronal Sweeney 

Nov. 9  Emma Hargett 

Nov. 11 Jo Ann Gregg, James Neal, Jr. 

Nov. 12 Susan Morris, Leroy Owens, Krystle  
  Todd, Ana Kokhanovsky 

Nov. 13 Gloria Hightower, Mark Chronister 

Nov. 14 Peggy Merchant, Mary Ellen Kingery 

Nov. 15 Ed Sigler, Cheryl Gott,  Anne Bonnett 

Nov. 16 Ruth Tyson, Peggie Milam, Beverly  
  Hines, George Ann Benoit, Stacey  
  Boldt, Kelli Mullen, Sarah Chambers 

Nov. 17 Susan Frank 

Nov. 18 Connie Judd, Kyndall Lassere 

Nov. 19 Joeline Robinson, Mamie Wynn 

Nov. 20 Margie Hebert, Vickie Butler, Robin  
  Thompson 

Nov. 21 Charlotte Battaglini, Erik Murphy 

Nov. 22 Barbara Burrough, Linda Barker 

Nov. 23 Joyce Precht, Don Stewart, Rick  
  Fuselier, Hayden Biessenberger 

Nov. 24 Marvin Rogers 

Nov. 25 Henry Pugh 

Nov. 26 John Tarasiewicz 

Nov. 27 Wavelyn Beard, Sara Spare 

Nov. 28 Chris Chambers 

Nov. 30 Tommy Gilmore, Becky Allured, Nick 
  Natali, Bradley Hillebrant 

 

 

 

“When nobody around you seems to be measuring up, it’s 
time to check your yardstick.” 

 Treasures of the Transformed Life 

UMW  ON THE GO 

Social Lights met at  The Landing on Monday, Oct. 19. 

They will be attending Mistletoe and Moss on Nov. 20 at 

the Civic Center. 

Seth Trahan spoke to the general UMW meeting on 

Thursday, Oct. 1. The program was on Health Care. He 

gave some very valuable information.  

Thank Banks were turned in at all Circle meetings. Nell 

challenged everyone to spend less on their food budg-

ets and give more to the Thank Bank. 

The UMW held a bake sale on Sunday, Oct. 25 to raise 

money for projects. Approximately $500 was made. 

The UMW District Meeting was held at Westlake on Sat-

urday, Oct. 24. 

Manna Ministries will be collecting food on Sunday, Nov. 

1. Volunteers are still needed at Manna. Also, a canned 

good will be requested to be brought by Trunk or Treater 

participants.  

Operation Christmas Child Operation Christmas Child Operation Christmas Child Operation Christmas Child     

    

    

 

University will be collecting shoeboxes this year for children 

to be sent to foreign countries. Simply get a shoe box, deter-

mine what age group and sex of child you would like to buy 

for, get a brochure from the church, fill the box, and bring it 

to the church. You can include $7 for shipping in the box or 

you can go online and give the shipping money. 

Ideas for the boxes are school supplies, hygiene items - 

toothbrush, toothpaste, mild bar soap (in a plastic bag), 

comb, washcloth, hard candy, lollipops (double bag all 

candy) mints, gum, t-shirts, socks, ball caps, sunglasses, 

hair clips, toy jewelry, etc.  

Please don’t include any chocolate, war-related items, medi-

cations, glass, liquids, or aerosol cans. 

Place a rubber band around the box and have it to the 

church no later than November 8. 
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Youth Sunday School is the place to be! 

If you’re in grades 6-12, come upstairs to the 

youth room on Sunday mornings at 9:40 a.m. 

 

Youth Snacks and Bible Study 

November 1 at 4:30 p.m. in the Youth Room 

We will also pack 6 Operation Christmas Child 

shoeboxes that night. We need you! 
Youth Dinner and a Movie 

November 8 at 4:30 p.m. 

Bring your friends! 
Youth Scavenger Hunt 

Come November 15 at 4:30 p.m. to go out hunting 

for canned goods for Manna Ministry.  

We needs lot of youth to help collect! 
YOUTH BAKE SALE  

Come before Sunday School Nov. 22 to the Cof-

fee Area and help raise funds for our youth. YOUTH MISSION PROJECT 

Sunday, November 22 at 4:30 p.m. 

We are looking for a home of someone that needs help 

decorating for Christmas. Contact Tammi Morgan. 

No Youth on November 29 

Enjoy Thanksgiving with your family. 

 

 

 


